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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to tlie application filed on 1 1/19/2003. Claims 1-13 
have been submitted for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the nonvolatile" In 2"** line of the claim. There Is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

1 . Claims 1 , 3, 5-8, 1 0-1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Cleveland et al. (US Patent 6,285,583 B1), hereinafter simply Cleveland. 

Regarding claims 1, 3, and 8, Cleveland teaches a memory control circuit 
comprising a write error protect circuit that disables output of a write signal supplied 
from outside to a memory by resetting a register (column 12, lines 13-60), outputs the 
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write signal supplied from the outside to the memory upon writing a first data into the 
register (column 12, lines 32-34; Cleveland discloses the unlock signal), and prevents 
the output of the write signal to the memory upon writing a second data that is different 
from the first data into the register (column 12, lines 32-34; column 13, lines 7-24; 
Cleveland discloses the lock signal and the sector enable latch signal). 

Regarding claims 5 and 10, Cleveland teaches a memory device, wherein the 
memory is divided into a plurality of areas in which write disable, write enable, and write 
error protect are set independently; and the memory includes the write error protect 
circuit for each area (See Fig. 2, column 11, lines 21-43). 

Regarding claims 6 and 1 1 , Cleveland teaches a memory device, wherein the 
memory is a nonvolatile memory (column 4, lines 62-67; Cleveland discloses a flash 
memory device which is a type of nonvolatile memory). 

Regarding claims 7 and 12, Cleveland teaches a memory device, wherein the 
nonvolatile memory is a flash memory (column 4, lines 62-67). 

Regarding claim 13, Cleveland teaches a microcomputer, wherein the central 
processing unit, the memory, and the memory control circuit are integrated in a same 
semiconductor chip (column 5, lines 48-56). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 2, 4, and 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: With respect to claims 2. 4, and 9, the prior art fails to teach a specific write 
error protected circuit includes a first latch circuit that stores "0" by reset; a second latch 
circuit that stores "1" by reset, to which an output signal from the first latch circuit is 
input; a first gate that outputs a register setting data supplied from the outside to the first 
latch circuit when an output signal from the second latch circuit is "1", and outputs "0" to 
the first latch circuit when the output signal from the second latch circuit is "0"; and a 
second gate that outputs a write signal supplied from the outside to the memory only 
when the output signal from the first latch circuit is "1". 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel B. Ko whose telephone number is 571-272-8194. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Manorama Padmanabhan can be reached on 571-272-4210. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Daniel B. Ko 
AU2189 
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